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MANDURAH CRAB FEST 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.53 pm]: I am pleased to report to the house that this weekend Mandurah 
will once again be hosting Crab Fest. Crab Fest is the largest free community event in our state and is expected to 
attract more than 120 000 locals and visitors to our exceptional city. Under the leadership of the then 
Mayor Paddi Creevey, OAM, Crab Fest first commenced in 1999 on the Mandurah foreshore and will this year 
celebrate its twentieth anniversary. The celebration on the foreshore showcases the lifestyle, location, culture and 
talent that makes our city unique. Central to the popularity of Crab Fest is, unsurprisingly, the blue swimmer crab, 
native to the estuary waters around Mandurah. Visitors can sample crab in a number of different ways, from paella, 
curries, spice infusions or, as Michelle and I have enjoyed for many years, the simple fish pot or crab boil. 
Although a number of families have been fishing professionally in Mandurah for some time, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognise one family who has been in our city for generations. The Watts family have fished 
in the Peel–Harvey Estuary since the 1890s and have been selling freshly caught local seafood at Wattsies Place 
for more than half a century. During the campaign and since being elected, I have been grateful for the support of 
the Watts family. In particular I would like to recognise Mr John Watts, Mrs Suzette Watts, Mr Brendon Watts 
and Mrs Meegan Watts who, together with their sons Matthew and Christopher, wake up every morning before 
the sun rises to go to work, fishing. Crab Fest celebrates all that is special and unique about Mandurah. It would 
not be possible if not for locals like the Watts, who are part of the history, fabric and future of our city. I thank 
them and all hardworking professional fishing families who toil every day to ensure that not only Mandurah but 
also all of Western Australia has access to fresh, sustainably caught, local seafood. I look forward to joining the 
member for Mandurah in welcoming all members to our city weekend to enjoy all that is special about the place 
that we have the opportunity of living and working in. 
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